
BAY AREA RURAL TRANSIT 
OFFICIAL BART COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

 

June 19th, 2026, at 3:00 PM 
BART Office Conference Room 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

 
A General Meeting of the Bay Area Rural Transit Board was held on Thursday, June 18th, 2026, by 
Remote/Zoom and in person at the Bay Area Rural Transit office. Chairperson Carl Doersch called 
the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.  
 
Attendance: 
 
Roll Call:             Present:   Pufall, Blanchard, Doersch, Rosa, Benson (In Person)     

                                                      Bland, Lawyer, Trimmer (Online) 8  
 
        Absent: none  
 
        Excused: none 
 
    

 
B. Approval of Agenda  

 
Motion to approve the meeting’s agenda was made, then seconded. Approval was unanimous and 
the motion carried. 
 
C. Election of Officers 
 
1) Chairperson Election 
Carl Doersch was nominated as chairperson for the board, that nomination was seconded and no 
other person was nominated. The vote to elect Carl Doersch as chairperson was unanimous. 
2) Vice Chair Election 
Sue Rosa was nominated to be Vice Chair of the Board, that nomination was seconded. No other 
members were nominated. Sue Rosa was unanimously voted to be the vice chair. 
3) Secretary/Treasurer Election 
Motion to make the Secretary/Treasurer a single position was made and seconded, the motion 
carried. A discussion of the combined role ensued. Dick Pufall was nominated, that nomination was 
seconded. No other chairpersons were nominated. The vote to elect Dick Pufall Secretary/Treasurer 
was unanimous. 
 
D. Approval of April Meeting Minutes 

 
Pufall motions to approve April meeting minutes, Rosa seconds, the motion carries. 
 

 
E. Public Comments 
 
There were no public comments. 
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F. Managers’ Report 
 

1. Staffing 
Daoust stated that the previous mechanic left his position suddenly and without notice. PD stated that 
he was filling in as the mechanic. PD stated it had been a struggle to find a new mechanic but BART was 
able to hire an individual who will start as soon as next week. Board members asked about the hire’s 
level of mechanical experience, PD informed them he had experience in the work BART needs him to do. 
A discussion amongst the board regarding a single mechanic for the BART fleet ensued, PD answered 
questions as to the specifics of fleet maintenance needs. PD also stated that BART is down one 
dispatcher but a new person was in the process of being trained. PD also informed the board that one 
full time driver was out for an extended period for medical reasons but BART anticipates her return 
following medical release. 
 

2. EV 
Daoust stated that the charger in Washburn is still down but payment for its repair has been made and 
BART is only waiting for the maintenance team to complete the work. PD informed the board he found a 
new EV bus manufacturer to fulfill the WisDOT grant. A discussion ensued regarding the funding split for 
the EV buses and the FTA’s/WisDOT’s role in it. 
 

3. Price County Facility 
Daoust stated that an agreement is in place to fix the HVAC and other issues outstanding with the PF 
facility. With WisDOT’s backing, PD informed the board there will be no cost to BART to cover the 
repairs, those repair bills will be split by other parties involved. 
 

4.  Solar Panels 
Daoust stated that 2 solar panels were repaired and are running well. PD stated the electric bill for the 
facility is reduced to almost nothing with the solar panels carrying credit for BART with Xcel Energy.   
 

5.  MPR (Management Performance Review)  
Daoust stated that the MPR is nearly complete with all documents, interviews, and questionnaires 
complete on BART’s end. PD informed the board we should anticipate the MPR findings sometime in 
July.  
 

6.  ADA Policy and Appeal 
Daoust asked the board for volunteers to conduct a ADA Assessment appeal, Benson and Rosa 
volunteered to help with the appeal review. PD spoke to the policy that was discussed in the last 
meeting, discussion followed. PD to follow up with the rider with a list of dates and times to conduct the 
appeal. 
 

G.  Finances 
 
Daoust stated that finances are on track to meet 2026 goals. PD said this had to do with some pass 
purchases by MTM who have taken over for Inclusa. Discussion followed regarding MTM, its role, its 
state partnership and other matters. PD also informed the board that ridership is up on the year as 
requiring BART to have to use higher capacity buses on some routes. PD also informed the board that 
expenses are running exactly where they should be for this point in the year. 

 



BAY AREA RURAL TRANSIT 
OFFICIAL BART COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

 

H. MISC Items 
 
Doersch stated that he had reached out to senators and congressmen on the proposed cuts to public 
transit money, minimal communication from those respective offices was returned. A discussion 
followed with Benson offering to lead on writing a letter to policy makers with concerns on how funding 
cuts would impact BART operations.  
 
Trimmer asked about including a representative from Iron Co. on the BART board as they are now 
included in BART’s services. A discussion followed with no affirmative decision to add or not add an Iron 
Co. rep until BART’s coverage of Iron Co. becomes more long term. 
 
Discussion wrapped up with conversation on road construction in the city of Ashland. Board members 
asked PD if travel, routes, and times were affected, to which PD said they were. Discussion about bus 
operating procedure with concerns to US 2 were addressed. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded, the motion carried. The meeting ended at 4:03 
pm. 
 
 


